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Our Better Angels by Pastor Jim Melvin

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound anc
bl amel ess at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Thessalonians 5:224

When Abraham Lincoln presented his first inaugural address, our country stood peering into the abyss of a cc
ing civil war. In the following words he expressed his hope that our common faith and humanity would save L
from plunging into the black hole of war:

The mystic chords of memory, stretching from every béitld, and patriot grave, to
every living heart and heartone, all over this broad land, will yet swell the chorus of the
Union, when again touched, as surely they will be, by the better angels of our nature.

Lincolnds hopes were dashed. During his term in
tory. Lincoln himself fell victim to the hatred
Founding Fatherds vision of a nation united unde)

Thatdos kind of sad to think about when we just pi
born. We can sometimes believe that those are idle words, just a sugar coated way of looking at the world to
make us feel better at Christmas.

ESTIMATED LONG-TERM TREND IN AMERICAN HOMICIDE RATE

Let me extend our hope a little bit. Maybe the Prince of Peac{ ,,

really has been at work in { 5t
tistics seem to show. I n hi, Al
ture: Why Violence Has Decl nol

Pinker presents statistical data that shows violence among hu
has been in on a steady decline since the days when primitive
hunter gatherers knocked each other over the head with stick
rocks. Pinker says flatly,
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moment that we are getting better. That verifies the words of
Thessalonians above that the God of peace himself is sanctifying us, thakiisy us better As Christians we
should always look to the new year with a renewed sense of hope. Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace is born.
May we all be touched by the better angels of our nature.




From the Congregational President

God Calls Us to Stay Awake!

A friend of mine was asked to serve as a member of the call committee to fill a pastoral
vacancy. She was amazed that, after all of the other committee members had submitted
their potential interview questions, no one had been interested in hearing candidates talk
gabout their prayer | ives. Il n her mind,
% criteria for determining who would best lead the spiritual lives of her congregation.

If I am truly honest with myself, | am not sure that | would have included a ques-

tion about prayer | ife in my screenBeng t
alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and t
stand before the Son of Man. o He doesndt say ke
nected to the act of praying. Scripture tells us that prayer is not peripheral to a Christian life, but something
that deserves our best effort. Rat her than cons
ules, we should pray when our minds are sharp.

the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for all believers eve
rywhere. o

Growing more alert to the Spiritdéds work in ou
coming year. Expanding my prayer life beyond myasatle quiet time for daily devotions will require me to
think differently. Am | capable of maintaining focus while praying for others throughout each day? While
asking God to give me the strength and attentiveness to be faithful when life is full of distractions?

As we consider our New Yeards resolution opti
so, will this resolution follow the path of so many pastgoalsi sappear over time as
old habits prevail ? Left alone, most assuredly,
wi || be at work in our midst, and that we wil/| b
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