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n Wh at Do You Want to Tal k About ?«

A friend recently referred me to a book with
You: (but canét, because he domeedthe jdb.hlsethat aoshynificadt
factor in what | teach and preach and what |
in the church, is somehow dishonest and ingratiating.
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Consider author Oliver Thomasés | i st: 1) How di

Is There Really Such a Thing As a Miracle? 5) How Do | Please God? 6) What About Women? 7) W
About Homosexuality? 8) What About Other Faiths? 9) What Happens After We Die? 10) How Will It
End? Epilogue: So What?

I f you want the authordés answers to these que
rather happy conclusions when | read it. My first conclusion is (to put it bluntly) that | have never had
worry about what | say costing me my job. That is a sign of the emotional maturity and health of this
gation. Over the years | have had people disagree, sometimes loudly, with things | have said from th
or in conversation. Never have | felt personally threatened by those disagreements.
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Secondly, | realized that over the yearshagetalked about every single one of those issues. These are all
complicated topics. Seldom, if ever, have our conversations come up with absolute answers with which eve-
ryone can agree. | hope along the way, however, | have brought insight and knowledge into our discussions

and that together we have al/l i ncreased in unider
Finally, |l am happy to report that |1 dondét halve
to keep talking and learning about with you. In fact, my list is getting longer every day. As we begin a new
year together, | challenge you to bring forward questions from this list, from the Bible, and from the heart tha
we need to pursue together. | ask you to help us find new ways to talk together individually and as a commu
nity.

My question for you this year is simple: A Wh a t

Pastor Jim Melvin




Pastor Naomi Garber

Dear friends in Christ, ) )
Day by day, | know you will provide me

strength to serve and wisdom to obey;
| will seek your loving will to guide me
oder the paths | struggle day
| will fear no evil of the morrow,
| will trust in your enduring grace.
Savior, help me bear | ifeds pai
till in glory | behold your face.
ELW hymn #790 verse 2

It has been a hot summer. And for some of us, especially those of us from north of here, think it has
been really, really humid. But that hasndét s

The summer has been filled with the wonderful energy and life of our children
and young people. The activities have varied from a middle school mission trij o
South Dakota to a high school mission trip to Arkansas to the introduction of
Shift for middle schoolers to Mission Possible for the Masterpiece students to
Snappers game to canoeing to backpacking. The summer is ending with the
week of Vacation Bible School for prechoolers and Day Camp for elementary

school er s. Over 100 young peopl eds b

leading, filled the church for a week. The good of news of Jesus is alive throu

the learning and actions of our children. /B ‘
Day Camp

I n addition, book groups, bible studies, missji

tivities have continued. Fell owship and mi s s|i

Now we make another transition into the fall. Much thought and creativity is providing a foundation fo
what will be happening. Schedules are set and programs are being designed for people of all ages.
Watch for details on a Christmas musical, bible studies, book groups, confirmation, quilting bee, Jour

of Faith, family meal, youth groups, choirs, and so much more. There are so many ways to be involv
Godds ministry and mission here. I f you have
i n place now, pl ease contact on of the staffé
A recent thought and conversation is centered

nating around the possibility of a family worship on Sunday mornings. It would be short, active, and ﬂLil-

dren focused. The idea is being massaged and shaped with each conversation. If you would like to
part of that conversation, please contact Pastor Naomi.

I am energized by the | ife of Godods people, n
blessed by you and your stories. | want to hear how God has touched your life and how God is callin
to serve the world and our neighbors through you. May we all live our lives to be a blessing in a worl
that is desperate to hear the good news of life now and forever through Jesus the Christ who is our

Savior. L
ove
-] 5

See you in church, © eace
Pastor Naomi (]

t
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From the Congregational President

Give it Up for Each Other

From the time | first heard a master of ceremoni
exactly that means and where the phrase came fro
generally leads to clapping and cheefiran enthusiastic and warm welcome or an audible hug.

Do we make the effort to figive it up foro visito
Awhat ever you did for one of the | east of these
we clap and cheer every time someone walks through the church dookandering if visitors are greeted

by smiles and handshakes. Do they leave feeling as if they were welcome in our large church?

Just as i mportant, |l know that we talk about our
in meaningful ways? If we hear about someone who is ill, do we write a note or send a card to let the individ
ual know they are not forgotten? Do we take the time to personally thank those we know volunteer their time
to sing in one of our choirs, organize our bazaar, prepare our altar, mow our grass, or to participate in any of
the other ministries that are vital to the life of our church? Do we let our pastors know when a sermon is par-
ticularly meaningful to us? Do we join in family activities such as First Fest even after our own children are
grown? Do we spend a few minutes in the Gathering Space getting to know each other before or after ser-
vices? Do we cheer on our softball team or admire the work of our scouts?

| f you are |ike me, the answer is, fiNot as often
card sent to my family by the Library Board when my husband had cancer surgery. It told me that the wonde
ful women who volunteered in the church library noticed that Kevin, the kids, and | needed their prayers at th
very scary time in our |ives. So, why dondét | r

response, only excuses.

Our Life Together Board has worked for months to create a new church directory. | plan to clip Mathew 25:4
to the front of my new directory and keep it visible on my desk as a reminder to reach out to my extended
church family. Wondét you consider your own r emi
on a regular basis!

Peg Ekedahl
Congregational President

INTERLUDES

On Saturday morning, the second Saturday of each month at 9:00, a group of

women have been gatherWheQStorycdRuehbscuba i
by-chapter. We are coming to the completion of the book. Beginning on Sep- |
tember 11", we start a new book APractThe i it h

book explores twelve Christian practices which form a way of life. Through
these twelve chapters on practices, we will discuss what it means to live a faith- |
filled life each and every day. The titles of the chapters include hospitality,
household economics, discernment, forgiveness, saying yes and saying no,
and other topics. Come and join in the discussion. If you cannot attend each
month, join us when you can. The books are available in the church office for
$15. If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Naomi.

DororHy C. Bass

“in
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Music at FLC

CHRISTMAS MUSICAL AT FIRST LUTHERAN *

ASummer Ti me And IiTSoproclaimsthewell | s

known song from the musical, Porgy and Bess. However, here at |

Lutheran Church in Janesville plans are being made in preparation ‘ 6

special musical production celebrating the birth of Christ. This eve

will involve a small orchestra, vocalists, narrator and performances dur-

ing both services at First Lutheran on Sunday, December 19 and Primrose Lutheran Church
New Glarus on Sunday, Decembé&t S/olunteer musicians and vocalists from both First
Lutheran and Primrose Lutheran will take part in both performances.

Details regarding rehearsals and music will be forthcoming. However, names are now being
collected for vocalists to sing in this production and several people have already expressed
interest in being part of the combined chorus. If you would like to be part of this festive
chorus or just get some additional information contact Pastor Naomi at (608)38ZEXxt.

15 or Frank Liston at (608)753032.

Grace Notes

Grace Notesvill begin rehearsals for the fall on Wednesday, September 8t atbin the sanctuaryAny
women interested in singing with us should feel free to att&hé.choir sings several times per mon@Gall
Jan Knutson at 926534 if you have questions.

Top Ten Reasons to Join the Choir

. Friends! You will make lon¢asting friends.

. Psalm 100 will come to life for you as you mgkgul noiseunto the Lord.

. Intellectual stimulatioawhen you make music, you are using both sides of your brain simultaneously.
. Serving the Lordconsidering all He does for us, it's just a little giving back to Him.

. Serving othersthe congregation really loves it when the choir leads the singing.

. Every once in a while, you might catch a glimpse of heaven's choir singing along with you.

. You have a reserved seat at Christmas and Easter services.

. Choir partiesthey're fun!

. You will be setting a good example for all the children and teenagers.

10. People who are involved in music live longer and are healthier.

We hope to see you on September 8th! Enjoy these last days of summer!

" FLC RUMMAGE SALE

OCOoOO~NOOUIPAWNPEF

September 21 from 1-5pm & 22 from 9amd noon.
Please bring donations in after September 12th to the stage in the gym.
Help is needed for set and on sale days if you can help please call
Bonnie Forslund at 752-6566
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INCOME

Pledges

Special Funds/Env.

Other Receipts

Interest Income

Loan Interest Income
Total Income

EXPENSES
Building & Grounds Brd
Stewardship Board
Executive Board
Life Together Board
Witness Board
Worship Board
Youth Board
Total Expenses
Net Increase/(Decrease)

JANESVILLE WI

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
INCOME / EXPENSE SUMMARY

July 31, 2010
ANNUAL |2010 YTD %
CURRENT| YEARTO | 2009 YEAR | MONTHLY BUDGET |ANNUAL| BUDGET |OF ANNUAL
MONTH DATE TO DATE BUDGET |YR TO DATE |BUDGET |[REMAINING| BUDGET
34,081 289,079 292,626 32,890 291,868 568,500 279,421 51%
159 34,262 10,981 394 11,017 25,000 (9,262) 137%
30,293 42,266 33,953 21,288 36,340 64,200 21,934 66%
0 997 1,488 0 1,600 3,200 2,203 31%
(9) 10 36 8 58 100 90 10%
64,524 366,615 339,085 54,580 340,883 661,000 294,385 55%
15,443 83,894 72,183 11,806 81,294 124,473 40,579 67%
354 15,012 18,273 2,833 19,833 34,000 18,988 44%
37,403 275,773 274,460 40,137 291,583 495,897 220,123 56%
(160) (90) 353 25 175 1,100 1,190 -8%
145 825 (283) 321 2,247 3,852 3,027 21%
196 7,902 6,533 525 4,913 9,572 1,670 83%
2,040 8,942 6,574 3,050 12,183 27,725 18,783 32%
55,420 392,259 378,093 58,698 412,228 696,619 304,360 56%
9,105 (25,644) (39,009) (4,118) (71,345) (35,619)
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
BALANCE SHEET
ASSETS 07/31/2010
Current Assets
Cap Campaign - Checking 851
Cap Campaign-Money Market 12,697
Checking - General 14,956
Checking - Memorial & Gifts 38,870
CD Investment-M&G 34,250
Invest-Mission Invest Fund 33,352
Invest-Thrivent Annuity 85,315
Invest-Thrivent Mutual Fund 9,126
Note Receivable 1,385
Total Current Assets 230,802
Fixed Assets
Church Edifice 4,421,660
Land 38,000
Parsonage 95,500
Equipment 90,043
Furniture & Fixtures 84,477
Total Fixed Assets 4,729,680
4,960,482
LIABILITIES & FUND BALANCE
Liabilities
Construction Note - (3 yr) 174,735
Total Liabilities 174,735
Funds Balance
Total Funds Balance 4,785,747
Total Current Liabilities 4,960,482
PAGE 5




CE EBRATE

WITH THE African ¢ hi | d r e¢hoird s

Sunday, September 19, 2010
10:15 am
First Lutheran Church

612 N Randall Ave, Janesville
Tel: (608) 752- 7434

The concert will be a mixture of wéll2 SR OKAf RNBy Qa az2y3a:z
traditional African songs and dances, and favorite gospel

tunes. Experience the hope, dignity and beauty of Africa! A

free-will offering will be taken to help provide education,

care and emergency relief for over 7,000 children in

Uganda, Kenya, South Africa, Sudan, Rwanda, Nigeria, and

Ghana.

ABOUT THE CHOIR

The African Children's Choir has been working with the

most vulnerable children in Africa for 25 years, raising

g1 NBySaa 2F (GKS LI AIKG 2F ! FNAC
doned, but also showing the beauty, dignity and potential of

each African child. They are a voice for the millions of chil- _ <
dren Suffering in Africa. AFRICAN CHILDREN'SCHOIR
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